
Ringworm 

Ringworm is a fungal infection that affects the superficial layers of the 
skin, hair and nails. Despite the name, ringworm is not actually caused 
by a worm, rather a dermatophyte fungus. The most common fungus 
responsible in pets is Microsporum canis, but there are many species 
that can be involved.  Ringworm is most commonly spread through 
direct contact with infected animals. It can also be spread indirectly 
from the environment, as fungal spores shed from an animals hair or 
skin cells can survive for months in the environment. 

Treatment/Prevention
Unfortunately there is no vaccination to prevent ringworm. Luckily 
treatment can be self-limiting, which means that infection will often 
resolve without treatment.  However, in order to speed up resolution, 
there are a number of medications that can be prescribed.  These may 
include oral anti-fungal medications as well as topical ointments/
shampoos.  

In order to prevent other animals/people in the home getting infected 
care needs to be taken to remove fungal organisms from the 
environment. This can be done through vacuuming, anti-fungal washes 
of bedding/toys etc and cleaning any exposed surfaces with anti-fungal 
spray or diluted bleach.
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What are the signs 
of ringworm 

Signs vary between patient, but 
common signs include: 

• Circular patches of hair loss 
(alopecia) - particularly on 
the head, tail or feet 

• Scaling, crusting or 
reddening of skin 

• Dandruff like scale on the 
skin 

• Usually not itchy - unless 
secondary bacterial 
infection is present 

Who can get 
ringworm 

Ringworm is a zoonotic disease, 
meaning that any animal can get 
ringworm, even humans. People 
can get ringworm from animals, 
but can also give ringworm to 
animals. 

Ringworm is highly contagious 
and children, the elderly, or 
those with a compromised 
immune system are particularly 
susceptible.  

Diagnosis 

Diagnosis comes from a few 
methods.  Initially, veterinarians 
may examine skin lesions under 
a Wood’s (UV) lamp. In some 
cases, but not all, the organism 
glows green. This is not always 
accurate so in many cases fungal 
culture is required. 
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