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  Parvovirus 

Parvovirus Policy 

1. Ensure all staff members and employees are educated about Parvovirus. All personnel should understand what parvovirus is, how it is transmitted, and how to manage it. 
Misinformation could lead to incorrect precautions or simply wasted time and effort.

2. Isolate incoming and potentially-exposed animals. Keep new animals in a specified area (our isolation area) transfer infected animals to veterinary clinic. 
3. Ensure all animals on intake are parvovirus snap tested. If there is even the faintness of lines indicating parvo, ensure this animal is taken to our Veterinarian clinic immediately.

4. F10 must be used, all areas exposed must be disinfected and all materials such as bedding, bowls, toys, food, treats must be double bagged and disposed of.

5. Watch for symptoms and evaluate our current dog population. Are any other dogs showing signs of the virus? Any animal with symptoms should be removed from the general population immediately, quarantined and transported to our Vets immediately. 
6. Ensure that F10 is the only disinfectant used for cleaning kennels. Kennels must be cleaned once per day and all stools must be collected when required. 
7. All cages, crates and flooring in our animal control vehicles must be routinely disinfected.
8. Ensure staff step into footbaths (shallow pans of bleach mixture or F10) before and after visiting the isolation area. As clearly understood, any dog suffering with this virus must not be on site; if we ever experience a parvovirus infected dog, it must be immediacy taken to our preferred veterinarian clinic.
9. Provide new adopters with information about parvo. Each new adoptive parent of a dog or puppy should be educated about parvo and its symptoms. Stress the importance of keeping any new pet away from currently-owned animals. Explain that you’ve found cases of parvovirus in the shelter and community, but to the best of your knowledge the animal being adopted has not been exposed to the virus. Express concern, not alarm: You want to make them aware, not send them into a panic mode. Offer free testing from our clinic. 
10. Follow up on all adoptions. Call all recent adopters [within 48 hours after adoption] and ask them how their dog or puppy is doing. Counsel them on the importance of regular veterinarian checks.

11. Ensure the all policies and procedures are followed. Pets Haven will not tolerate non adherence to our Parvovirus Policy. Ensure there are at least 5 Parvovirus test kits on site daily. 
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